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Imagine a place...

Stop by anytime

and talk with our
knowledgeable,

friendly staff. They

can assist you with

all your home
improvement and
home building needs.
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Ichn Ash and Dolores Vellutini have created

a home that reflects their love of each other,

creative design, and the natural beauty of Eureka
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“Everything
we added is
contempaorary
but reflects

the historic
dern
hid o
ant natural light and of the house.
artist Raoh .

character

lt's a beautiful

marriage of
5 |;.| i
“ft had been under carps the old and
the new.”

— architect John Azh
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—T From the remodeled third-flocr trestop parch, Dolores foousssa
=g—— - sood bit of time on her nole as director of Horth Vallay Banecrp (whers
-E?;; Sl her damghter Andrea Pedley works) and alsoas director and owner of
=—v—u Vellutird Properties (cperated with help from her son Jossph). Frevicusly
e~ she hias been president of the Burska Baking Cormpany (now the Vellutivd
= Brezd Co., cwned by her son Vincent). Having been bom and raissd in
e i Ferndale, her farmily's rocts i deep in the region, and that inspires her
F"::_—_?_:- o, activisrn in historic presenvation. To that end, she oversaw an intense,
= |, gl [ 13-y=ar project to areate the survey of histonc buldings in the regicn:
——— Euwrstor An Architechrd Review was published in 1987,
- "The houss has undsrgons amurber of renovations, eachone

requinng carefil attertion to defail in crder to mainfain the historical
context whils pdidously intredudng some contemporary design
elemnents," Johmn says of his most persorally fulfilling project. Prirnariy
that has involved adding grasn design elements to the home fo mmake it
mcte energy fficient; bringing more storage and sntertairing spacs to
the katchen, and better connecting 1ts viswa with the cutdoors; opening up
the bathroom adjacent to the master bedrocm; and areating more living
space outdocrs.

There's dlsoa new front fence in placs, one that reprasents the
band betwaen Dolores and John, "The copper gate reprassnts both the
solidnass and beanty of cur relafionship, and the conerete wealls, with
prrposefully expossd aracks and imbedded nver rock s, represants the
pressires we weather as we mowe through lifs " Tohn says.

Such aconeeptis at the core of the Eastem philosophy weabi-
sabi—an assthetic focusad on the beanty of transisnee—cof which John
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Genuine, natural lincleum (ak.a.
tarmeleurni—nect to e confused with
wiryl (a plastic-hased materia)—was
imented nearly 150 years ago, but remairs
completely modern in its green appeal.
According to one of the product’s leading
manufacturers, Arretrong Flooring, the
flocring sterrs from linseed oil, which
derives from the flax plant (in Latin,
“linum’ means linsead and “cleum’™ means
oil}—qgiving it its inherent plia bility, or
softness, Other ingredients used to make
the product include wood or cork powder,
resins, ground limestone, and mineral
pigments, which provids its rich colors,
The flocring can last up to 4 0 years if
iretalled and maintained correctly.

154 belisver "Basically it reflacts that sventhing is sither beccrmmng or
derliring, " he says. "That's the same process with ahouse. That's what
keeps lif= inferesting "

Near the frontdoor |5 an art vlignetts anchored by an antigue
black walnut sideboard topped with gray marble far &2/, Showcased
there is a sand-casting by kocal artist Melvin Schuler; the three drawings
abave it are by local artist Peggy Irvine; the vibrant medallion above &
by artist Jlim Crawford; and the three glass vwessels were found at 5an
Francikco’s de Young huseum. Yinyl grass cloth-style wallpaper helps
provide a neutral backdrop and is easy to clean.
Much of the home's orliginal linoleum fleorlng is preserved
inthe home, and because in many places it was covered by carpeting,
it only needed minor repair wiork to bring it back to light. The couple's
favorite example of it isin their bedroom (el “This particular pattern
reminds me of an Indian print or rug,” Dolores says, noting that its
pattern almest reflects that of a textile. & small Danish -style chair sits
near one of the windows. “I found that in L A" she says. “Someone
had thrown it away simply because there was a small hole in the
caning. | fixed it and love it.”
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one of the homa's dowrstalrs bathrooms—featuring its
original speckled lincleum deftl—received a creatve update by Dolores,
who painted the base of the tub a rust color to better link to one of
the flooring speckles. She also added the same paint color to the
radiator and pipes under a sink that's just heyond. Ahove the tubisan
artichoke drawing by local artist Bob Lopez.

The homes new master bathroom exists in the space formerly
housing a small, cramped bathroom and adjacent bedroom—thought
to have been used by the original cwner'=svalet. After lohn's revamp
of the space (Mightl, the larger room is now anchored by a two-sided
marble-top vanity “so two peoplke getting dressed don't get in each
others way,” Dolores says The red sculpture atop it is by local artist
Glenn Berry. Ao newr are a large walk-in shower and, across the
way, 3 sauna. “It's incredible. Bvery day lwalk in and amile. 1t'sa joy”
Diolores says. | love having roomto have all my cothing in

the space without having everything in different places 1t's made

all the difference.”

Local Expertise

Archltact: Iohn Ash, Ala, 707/442-6125
or jagarchitects com
Tl &: Carbonneau Ceramic Tile,
T07/443-884 2 or ceramictileman.com
Concrate work: DCI Builders, 707/78A-5450
or deibuilders. com
Plumbing: iaples Plumbing, 707/445-2500
of mapkesplumb.com
Cablnetry: Finigan & Thonson Wioodwiorks,
FOTIB22-B522
Appllances: Franks sink (800826 5771 or
franke.com); Wolf stove (B00/332-
9513 or welfappliancecorl; Samrsung
refrigerator (samaung.com), available at
Costco (FO7/441-5750 or costoo com)
LInol sum restoratlon: Carpet Express, T07/445-1805
o carpetexpressauraka. aom
Decoratlve metalwork: O & i Industries, 707/522-8500
o omindustries com
Nevr glass: Fortuna Glass & Paint Co.,
FOTT2E 4486
Steel work: Fortuna Iron, 7074725-2608
aor forturairon.com
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